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Meet six extraordinary fine artists putting Los Angeles front and center in the contemporary 
art scene.
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Matthew Brandt

As Matthew Brandt prefers to not be associated 
with—and thus perhaps limited by—a specific genre, 
he shares that he “works with photography to make 
things.” This somewhat vague explanation of his art 
form leaves things wide open, possibly just the way 
Matthew likes it.

Each individual art project he takes on starts with a 
material, an event or a photograph that he has. He 
considers this initial object to be a seed or kernel—one 
that hopefully grows into something that serves as an 
interesting interpretation of something else.

“The brewing stage is the most important part of 
making a work,” Matthew says. During this stage 
“there is a lot of experimenting and playing that goes 
into tinkering something into a work of art,” he adds.

Some of Matthew’s works circumstantially touch on 
issues like droughts, industrialized foods and dying 
bees, but “these are just elements the works encounter 
in their making, and thus are just part of the projects’ 
compositions as a whole,” according to the artist.

Clockwise from above left: Matthew surrounded by some of his work, 
installation view of Velvet and Bubble Wrap at M+B, Los Angeles, From 
Dust series, gum bichromate print with dust swept from Cushman & 
Wakefield front lobby (2014), Rainbow Lake WY G1 (2013).

Matthew explains, “Actually there is no specific point that I try to bring to an audience through my work. And I think the fact that 
there is no bold hypothesis or agenda to any one of my works makes it possible for a viewer to relate more objectively to the 
work.”

When viewing Matthew’s Rainbow Lake WY G1 (2013)—a grid of 12 chromogenic prints soaked in Rainbow Lake water—it 
seems that the artist has catapulted the art of photography into some sort of psychedelic realm marked by intensified colors and 
misshapen elements. One might think the work is a compilation of disfigured views captured through a wonky kaleidoscope.

A symmetry that could define the image is replaced with an imperfect yet perfectly beautiful combination of shapes that come 
together to tell a vivid story. The best part is that the viewer gets to decide the meaning of the tale.  


