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Robertson initially got into photography as a means to capture performance art, her first artistic love, when 
she realized how hard it was to document those social experiments. She took photography classes at a vo-
tech school in San Francisco and interned at a studio named for Man Ray. She witnessed early on the 
“macho culture” that often runs through the photo industry—men are seen as the gifted photographers, the 
expert developers, the artistes. Women are the assistants, the muses. She called bullshit on this dynamic, 
and her innovative, rebellious practice unfurled from there, eventually taking her to New York, where she is 
now based. Her work has been shown internationally and is in the collections of the Museum of Modern Art 
in New York and the Los Angeles County Museum of Art. 

Robertson’s whole body is involved in the 
creation process. She uses her hands 
and feet as she applies her chemicals to 
paper. Her studio attire includes a hazmat 
suit and gas mask, and she breathes 
through a tube that pipes in fresh air from 
another room. (When New York City’s air 
quality plummeted this summer because 
of wildfire smoke, she couldn’t work.) 

“I’m a little prone to disaster,” she says. 
But those disasters are hardly mistakes, 
and every drip, whoosh, splotch, and 
crinkle adds to the sprawling intrigue 
contained in each work. She studied 
religion in undergrad at Berkeley, with a 

focus on Buddhism, and sculpture at Yale, where she got her MFA. It’s easy to see how philosophy and art 
commingle in her practice. Case in point: The title of the new Van Doren Waxter show references the 
Depeche Mode song—whose melancholic A minor chords give off what she calls a “palpable feeling of a 
paradox”—and the concept of local reality in quantum physics, which she’s been thinking about a lot lately. 

The concept is complex, but basically it’s about the idea of realities running parallel in the universe. What 
a perfect way to describe the feeling of standing before a work of Robertson’s. There’s the real world, where 
your two feet are planted, and then there’s the fantastical world of swirling colors and cascading shapes 
before you, created by spraying, dousing, painting, and otherwise manipulating chemicals onto paper, not 
knowing exactly how it’s going to turn out. 

“Everything counts & local reality” is open from September 13 to October 28, 2023 at Van Doren Waxter, 
23 East 73rd Street in New York City. 

 




